St Joseph’s Pre-school Playgroup
Fees, funding and charging policy 25

We are open term-time only 

Term dates
We are open for 38 weeks per year. We take into account Brighton and Hove EYFE funding periods when setting our term dates. We publish these as early as possible to allow parents to plan ahead. Our term dates may not be exactly the same as the main school’s; in particular we are likely to start the academic year later in September and we won’t close for additional INSET days. 
 
If we have to close unexpectedly due to circumstances beyond our control (e.g. due to snow) you will not receive any funded hours in lieu of those lost by your child.

For funded 3 and 4 year olds:

If your child is funded (they become funded the term after they turn three) they will be entitled to 15 hours per week free of charge term time only.
		
Funding for working parents:

30 hour funding for 3 & 4 year olds

Parents of three and four year olds who meet the relevant criteria are eligible for 30 hours free childcare. You can check your eligibility at https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 	

15 hour funding for 1-3 year olds 

Parents of one to two year olds who meet the relevant criteria are eligible for 15 hours free childcare. You can check your eligibility at https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

Tax-free childcare

If you are working and eligible, you can use the tax-free childcare scheme to receive a discount of 20% on any fees you pay. You can check your eligibility at https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 	

Funding for disadvantaged 2 year olds:

If your child is eligible, they will be entitled to 15 hours per week free of charge term time only.

Non-funded hours

Extra hours will be charged at a rate of:
£7.00 per hour for 3 & 4 year olds, 
£8.00 per hour for two year olds 
£9.00 per hour for one year olds

A deposit of two week’s fees will be payable at the time of booking in order to guarantee the hours. This deposit will be deducted from the final invoice, as long as the child stays for at least one term, one month’s notice is given in writing (email is acceptable) and fee payments are up to date. Monthly fees are invoiced via Tapestry and payable monthly in advance by bank transfer.
You will also need to pay the food consumables charge or provide your own snacks (see below).

Payment terms

Fees for booked hours on top of the free funded hours are payable regardless of absence due to sickness, holiday or any other reason. Fees are invoiced via Tapestry and payable monthly in advance by bank transfer.

Absence

You are liable for any fees due even if your child is absent due to sickness, family holiday or any other reason.  
 
If your child is absent for any reason you will not be able to 'swap' hours for a different day. This is because we have to maintain ratios, staffing levels and comply with legal requirements regarding numbers of children present at any one time.
 
Your child must attend at least 80% of the time in order to keep their place at the Pre-school.
The funded hours are offered as follows, with a maximum of 15/30 hours per week depending on eligibility. Term dates are published on our website and sent to you on request.

Food consumables charge

We provide a healthy snack each morning and afternoon including fresh fruit, dairy milk or water, bread/wrap/pitta/naan etc. We request £30.00* per year contribution towards the cost of these snacks. After the first year, this will be charged at £10.00 a term.
You do not need to pay the £30.00 a year if you provide your own snacks. You will need to tell us in writing (email is acceptable) if you want to do this. You will need to comply with our healthy eating policy if you provide your own snacks. 

*The annual cost for the food is between £50.00 and £265.00 a year depending on how many days a week your child attends so we hope you agree £30.00 a year is good value.

Other charges

Occasionally we may have events or celebrations such as a Christmas party or Leavers’ Party; these are optional extras and we will request a contribution towards the costs, if you would like your child to take part.

Items you need to provide:

· Sun cream (or pay £3.00 per child per year and we will provide it)
· Packed lunch (or pay £3.00 a day for us to provide this)
· Non dairy milk (if your child requires this)
· Nappies
· Wipes
· Sudocream (if required)

There is a minimum of six hours per week attendance.


Funded hours

8.00am til 3.30pm

Examples of how you can use your free funding:

30 hours free:
Monday to Friday 9.00am-3.00pm
Monday to Thursday 8.00am-3.30pm

15 hours free
Monday 9.00am-3.00pm, Wednesday 9.00am-3.00pm, Friday 9.00am-12.00pm 

Extra hours

8.00am – 8.15am costs £2.00 per day 
8.15am – 8.30am costs £2.00 per day
8.30am to 8.45am costs £2.00 per day
8.45am – 9.00am costs £2.00 per day
8.00am – 9.00am costs £8.00 per day 
	
3.00pm – 3.15pm £2.00 per day if booked in advance.
3.00pm-3.30pm £4.00 per day if booked in advance

Late collection fees for all children

Children can easily become distressed when they have not been collected on time. We have a legal limit on how many children we can care for at any one time and we plan staffing according to numbers of children booked in. We therefore have a fine system for late collection as follows:

Up to 15 minutes late: 		£3.00
15 – 30 minutes late:		£6.00
30 – 45 minutes late:		£9.00
45 – 60 minutes late:		£12.00
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